
January 2019

 Cape Fear Infogram
Editor - Retired Army Lt. Col. Don Gersh

An informative monthly newsletter for members and friends of Cape Fear Chapter (NC-01)

V���� ��� �������� �� ���.������.���

From the Immediate Past President
Retired Army Col. Juan I. Chavez
Phone (910)797-5419, email: jichavez@centurylink.net

It was a distinct privilege and honor
to have served as your Chapter
President for the past six years.

The chapter experienced a major
transformation during that period,
morphing from a wavering organization
on the cusp of collapse, to one of the
strongest in our state.  I attribute our
rebirth to the interest, support, and
contributions of most of our members.

Special thanks to those who served
on the board of directors and in other
leadership positions during my three

administrations.  Their concern for the
future of our chapter coupled with their
dedication to its mission was what
really made the difference.  I (we) owe
them a huge debt of gratitude for
walking the talk, “Never Stop Serving.”

My best wishes to our new
president, Ira Watkins, and his
leadership team for continued success
as they lead our chapter forward.
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The Cape Fear Infogram is published monthly for members and friends of Cape Fear Chapter,MOAA
Post Office Box 53621 Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy The Cape Fear Chapter is affiliated with MOAA. As such, the Cape Fear
Chapter is nonpartisan. Editorial policies are established by the Chapter’s Publisher and Editor and
are in consonance with MOAA’s.  Advertising and sponsorship are accepted based on MOAA
policies and standards.

Editor may be reached at (910) 624-4597 or editor@cfmoaa.org

Chapter Website http://cfmoaa.org/ MOAA Website http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action” http://www.moaa.org/take Action/

Membership Open to active duty, former,retired, and National Guard and Reserve commissioned
and warrant officers of the uniformed services and their surviving spouses.

Infogram changes for 2019

 The Editor’s View
Retired Army Lt. Col. Don Gersh
(910) 624-4597     editor@cfmoaa.org

It’s not that I’m making several changes for
change sake, or because I made a New
Year’s resolution.  It’s just that the field of

journalism  changes, and it eventually works its
way down to a nonprofit’s newsletter.

 The most obvious change is the reduction of
“color” on these pages.  Not that adding color is
bad, but rather printing the Infogram eats up the
color cartridge.  So, I’m doing my best to save
our wallets, and probably the planet as well.

 The second change has to do with a
journalist’s bible, the style guide.  Most US news
organizations use the Associated Press Style
Guide. The New York Times publishes its own,
and many other style guides are found on
reporters’ and editors ' desks.

 Department of Defense also publishes one, as
do the services. Public Affairs personnel follow
the guides as though they are law.

 How does that affect us? Well, there is a
trend now to identify individuals in a specific
order.

 First, tell the reader if the subject is a current
member of the military, retired from the service,
or was formerly in service.

 Second, identify the service (e.g., Army,
Navy, etc.).

 Third, identify the rank but ensure it follows
the specific service’s abbreviated rank as
specified in the DoD style guide.

And lastly, use the individual’s first and last
name.  Middle initial may be used.

Second reference in a news story just use the
last name.

So that’s it.  Isn’t it good to know
the Infogram staff is right up there with
the New York Times!
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The official
installation of
the new Chapter

President and Board of
Directors will take
place on Friday, Jan. 25
in the Lafayette Room
of the Iron Mike
Conference Center
starting at 1700 hours.

The keynote speaker
for the evening will be
Retired Air Force Lt.
Gen. Dana Atkins,
President and CEO of
MOAA.

Gen. Atkins’ address
will include a legislative
update among other
topics of interest. Gen. Atkins will also
administer the oath of office to the newly
elected leadership team.

Chapter President Retired Army Col.
Juan Chavez will pass the gavel to Retired
Army Maj. Major Ira Watkins and will
step down after serving six consecutive

years as Chapter
President, longest tenure
in the history of the
chapter. The new
president and board of
directors will serve a 2-
year term beginning
January 2019.

This will be a major
event for our chapter, not
only because we shall
witness a changing of the
guard so-to-speak, but
because this will be Gen.
Atkins’ first visit to our
chapter since he assumed
his current position as

President of MOAA.
Attendance at this event

will be a manifestation of our respect and
support of our association’s leaders from
the local chapter to the National level.

For more information and reservations
download event flier below. Please RSVP
no later than Jan. 23.

Biennial installation dinner/meeting

Keynote speaker is Retired Air
Force Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins

NEVER STOP
SERVING



CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

2019 Installation Dinner

Friday, 25  Januar� 2019, 1700 hours

Iron Mike Conference Center, For� Bragg

Installing Officer and Key�ote Speaker
Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF, Retired, President & CEO MOAA

Menu
Mixed Green Salad w/Ranch or Italian Dressing

Choice of New York St�ip Steak, or Chicken Par�esan atop Ling�ini
Count�� Mashed Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Veggie Blend

Dinner Rolls w/But�er
Red Velvet or Coconut Layered Cake

Iced Tea, Water, Coffee

Cost: $30.00 per person (Tax & Grat�it� Included)

Dress: Coat & Tie for Gentlemen; Comparable At�ire for Ladies

(No Host Bar)

RSVP NLT 23  Januar� 2019

Send reser�ations request and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayet�eville, NC 28311

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Name of Guest(s):�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Number

of Reser�ations�����������������x $30.00 = ������������������������������������������Choice of

Ent�ée/Number of Beef����������Chicken����������
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
Retired Army Lt. Col. Timothy Atkinson
(910) 978-3541     Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Faith, hope and love for great
relationships in the New Year

I tried to give Josh and Savannah some good
advice in preparation for a good life in some
six pre-marital counseling sessions, but I

noticed this one later and wanted to add this little
jewel for some humor: “To keep your marriage
brimming in the wedding cup, whenever you are
wrong, admit it; whenever you are right shut up
(Ogden Nash).”   I just had the joy of joining
them in marriage December 29.

     Let’s talk about three essentials that will help
any relationship. The first is friendship or faith.
Friendship corresponds to faith, and just like in
any good relationship, friendship is its
foundation.

Jesus asked Peter if he loved him.  “Do you
even love me as a friend?”  Friendship is the
basis for a good marriage and the consideration
that one gives to a partner in marriage.

    A friendship involves really knowing the other
person, his or her likes and dislikes and then
acting accordingly.  When I first met Peg, the
circumstances were that we were only friends.
Later, of course, it turned into more, but we are
always friends first. Next to the Lord, she is my
best friend.  Thomas Aquinas said, “There is
nothing on this earth more to be prized than true
friendship.”  The Bible says that Abraham was
called a friend of God.  He is the father of faith.
Friendship like faith will make your relationship
strong.

    When we think about friendship in our culture,
it is not always very important, but in the Bible,
friendship is a very strong tie.  David and
Jonathan, for example, were friends and they had
a covenant relationship.  The relationship of
marriage is a covenant relationship and a true
friendship that will last forever, if done right.
Even when done wrong, forgive each other and
nurture friendship, and God’s grace on you both.
Then it will last.

Aristotle said “Friendship is essentially a
partnership.”  You are each other’s partners; this
sharing together and communicating together is
so important.  And I encourage you to work hard
at it.  Faith comes by hearing the Word, so speak
words that give and send faith and hope to those
in your life.

     Romance or hope is the next element to
discuss for a healthy and abundantly blessed
marriage.  Plenty of romance will make your
marriage like this quote from Andre Morris who
said, “marriage is a long conversation which
always seems too short.”  Romance provides the
fun and creativity that keep the relationship
vibrant.  The Song of Solomon in the Bible puts
romantic love front and center as a creation of
God.  Mason Cooley said, “romance is
tempestuous. Love is calm.”  A relationship
needs excitement and romancing each other will
help to keep your love alive years from now.

(Continued on next page)
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     Romance takes work just like the other
elements, but is often forgotten.  However, John
Gottman, a well-known marriage counselor,
says it does not take long to make your marriage
a great one.  He says just doing quick things like
making up the bed for our partner or a six-
second kiss while saying hello or goodbye can
make a huge difference.  Gottman recommends
spending 20 minutes talking in stress-reducing
conversation with each other about the day’s
events before going to bed, or five minutes per
day expressing appreciation about your spouse,
will help.  We have a busy life, but the little
things like this can work to make a huge
difference.

     The final ingredient is sacrificial love.
There is no good excuse for not sacrificing for
each other. Some say a good relationship is 50
/50, and I understand why someone would say
that because that is the friendship level.  I say
that the 100 /100 ratio is important also.  A good
marriage is based on the sacrificial love.  Be
willing to sacrifice for each other and do what is
necessary in order to make the relationship
work.

    As a retired chaplain who served in the Army
for 26 years, I realized while on deployments I
grew to love the American flag. My patriotism
increased exponentially because of my
sacrifice.  That is the way your love will be for
one another as you sacrifice for each other. Your
love will grow even stronger and deeper.  Going
through tough times together will help to bond
you even closer and build your trust for one
another.

Your sacrifice will lead you to an intimate
relationship that will weather the storms of life
and cause you to stand up against the world, the
flesh, and the devil that seeks to kill, steal, and
destroy you, your faith in God, and your
relationship of holy matrimony.  Jesus said no
greater love has anyone than this that he/she lays
down his/her life for his/her friends.
    The scripture reading in 1 Corinthians 13 says
three things remain: faith, hope and love.  And
the greatest of these is love.  My wife, Peg, was
joking with me about three names for daughters,
naming them Faith, Hope, and Love.  Peg said
the problem would be that the one named Love
would claim she is the greatest.

     Friendship is like faith.  It is a special
relationship with God and each other, based on
the promises of God.  Hope is like the romance
that gives you a reason to move past the
circumstances and reach for a better tomorrow.

Love is the sacrifice that causes you to give
and work hard to make your relationship work.
As you have friendship, romance, and sacrifice,
God will weave your lives together with Him as
a three-string cord, which the Bible says is not
easily broken.  May the Lord always be the third
partner, and may He bless your lives together.
Amen.  May the Lord bless you, our MOAA
member, with a long and happy life in His faith,
hope, and love as we go into this New Year.

Tim

(Continued from previous page)

NEVER STOP
SERVING
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IN MEMORIAM
Retired Army Lt. Col. Daniel J. Connelly

September 18, 1930 – December 1, 2018

It is with deep regret that we announce that Retired Army Lt. Col. Daniel J. Connelly, one
of our regular members, died on Dec. 1, 2018.

Dan enlisted in the US Army on Sept. 1, 1947 as a private and rapidly rose through the
ranks to master sergeant before receiving a battlefield commission after distinguishing
himself in combat during the Korean War.  Moreover, he was awarded the Silver Star and
Purple Heart all before his 22nd birthday.

Dan retired from military service after 23 years of exemplary service in the US Army,
including combat tours in Korea and Vietnam.

He was a loyal member of the chapter for several years and his reputation as an
extraordinary soldier and leader was well known; his loss will be keenly felt by all of us.

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to Maxine, his wife of 65 years, and the extended
Connelly family during their bereavement.
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Congratulations to the newly elected chapter
officers!  They were elected by majority vote of
the general membership to serve 2-year terms in
positions indicated effective January 2019.

Retired Army Maj. Ira Watkins, President

Retired Army Maj. George Bond, 1st Vice
President

Retired Army Col. Richard Underwood,  2nd
Vice President

Retired Army Lt. Col. Marty Williams, 3rd Vice
President

Retired Army Lt. Col. Ralph Hinrichs, Treasurer

Mrs. Sara Ballard, Secretary

They will be officially installed on Jan. 25
during the twice yearly Installation Dinner at the
Iron Mike Conference Center, Fort Bragg.

If you haven’t made your reservations yet,
it’s not too late.  The flier on page 8 has the
information and reservations form.

New board of directors assumes duties Jan. 25

Chapter News…

2nd Vice President George Blanc
presented $650 checks to SSG Fernando
Meza and SSG Nikolas Ramirez from
Fort Bragg’s Warrior Transition Battalion
as part of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart’s “Home for Christmas” program.
The donation helps wounded soldiers pay
for their transportation to visit their
families.

(Contributed photo)
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New dental and eye programs

Federal benefits ‘open season’
extended indefinitely for retirees

By Don Gersh, Editor

 I received a phone call mid-
December, and since I was
watching TV, the caller’s
identity was displayed on the
screen.  It read “TRICARE.”

     My wife told me that’s the
third time TRICARE called that
day, so I answered it.

     I was surprised to hear the
automated message telling me

to sign up for the new Federal
Employees Dental and Vision
Insurance Program (FEDVIP),
offered by the U.S. Office of
Personnel Management (OPM).

     Since I already registered, I
wanted to know why I received
three calls after the “open
season” closed.  I called
TRICARE and the person
denied they made the call. I
called DELTA Dental and got
the same response. I finally

called DoD and was told by a
staffer that about half of the
eligible retirees did not respond
by Dec. 10.  “ ‘Someone’
decided to continue the
registration drive,” she said. I
asked when will the new
registration season end.  “We
have no idea,” she said, “but
not for sometime.”

BOTTOM LINE: If you
haven’t, you have time. Go to
https://tricare.benefeds.com/

Membership dues can be paid online
Members may pay online at the MOAA website and may even donate

at the same time to the chapter’s scholarship fund.
You can renew your annual membership online by credit card at

www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/
Dues for regular members is $20 and for surviving spouses is $10.

If you are not sure of your status or have any questions, please call
Don Gersh at (910) 624-4597 or email secretary@cfmoaa.org

If you have not paid for your membership, you have until March 1 to
remain in good status.
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 MOAA News…
MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential association of military officers. We are
a powerful force speaking for a strong national defense and representing the interests
of military officers and their families at every stage of their careers. To reach our
Member Service Center, please call 1-800-234-6622 or email us at msc@moaa.org.

SAVE THE DATE: The Military Officers
Association of America cordially invites you to
attend the 2019 Military and Veteran
Networking Forum. This evening of networking
and professional development is designed to
provide servicemembers, veterans, and military
spouses the opportunity to network with
executives, hiring managers, mentors, and
resource specialists from top military-friendly
companies.

Date: Sep 19, 2019 to Sep 19, 2019

Time: 06:30 p.m - 10:00 p.m.

Venue:  National Air and Space Museum
Independence Ave at 6th St, SW
Washington, DC, 20560

MOAA Named a Top Lobbyist by The
Hill Newspaper for 12th Straight Year

The Military Officers Association of
America's efforts on behalf of its members and
the wider military community on Capitol Hill
have yet again earned recognition from The Hill
newspaper, which named MOAA one of the top
lobbying associations for the 12th straight year.

“We are honored to again receive this
recognition, and to be among the other
accomplished organizations and individuals on
this list,” said Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF
(Ret), “but our work is far from finished. We
will remain engaged with every branch of
government on behalf of our nation's
servicemembers and veterans, and their

families, to ensure their efforts are
acknowledged and their earned benefits are
protected.”

MOAA was the only military or veteran
service organization named in the list of 89
associations honored by The Hill. The
newspaper also selected top performers in other
lobbying fields, including corporate and grass
roots efforts. All of the selectees “are the
players at the top of their game, known for their
ability to successfully navigate the Byzantine
and competitive world of federal
policymaking,” per the paper, a nonpartisan
outlet with a 24,000-copy print circulation that
includes every Congressional office.

Among the legislative victories on MOAA's
list for 2018:

A fully funded National Defense Authorization
Act, ensuring pay raises for servicemembers, an
increase in end strength, and no reduction in
housing allowances.

Continued health care for servicemembers and
retirees without fee increases.

The passage of the VA MISSION Act, which
includes many long-sought improvements for
VA care and for the department's staff, many of
which were years in the making.

“Our strength on the Hill, and in the offices of
lawmakers, comes from the commitment and
engagement of our membership,” said Col. Dan
Merry, USAF (Ret), MOAA's vice president of
government relations.



Revised Nov 2016

Initial Application Renewal ____ Date

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse  (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues:  $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

visit our website at:
www.cfmoaa.org

January
         1 - New Year’s Day

8 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

25 - General Membership and Installation Dinner,
keynote speaker Retired USAF Lieut. Gen.
Dana Atkins, MOAA, President and CEO, at
Iron Mike Conference Center, 1700 hours

  February
5 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

Conference Center, 1000 hours

18 - Presidents’ Day

Contents
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